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Middle/Upper School Summer Reading 2024

- Book Descriptions -

Middle School

New Dragon City
by Mari Mancusi

No one predicted the dragon apocalypse. The dragons came suddenly and decimated the world as
we knew it, including New York City. Three years later, Noah, his hardcore survivalist father, and a
ragtag group of survivors are barely scraping by in this new reality. Noah has seen the damage
these creatures can do firsthand. When it comes to dragons: It's kill or be killed. But a chance
encounter between Noah and a young dragon forces him to question everything he thought he
knew. With rumors spreading that there’s a group of survivors living in harmony with dragons
instead of hiding underground, Noah teams up with his fire-breathing ally to find out if peace
between humans and dragons is really possible

Click here to purchase on Amazon

The Girl in White
by Lindsay Currie

Mallory hasn't quite adapted to life in her new town of Eastport yet. Maybe it's because everyone is

obsessed with keeping the town's reputation as the most cursed town in the US. And thanks to the

nightmares she's had since arriving, Mallory hardly sleeps. Combined with the unsettling sensation

of being watched, she's quickly becoming convinced there's more to her town. Something darker.
When Mallory has a terrifying encounter with the same old woman from her dreams, she knows

she has to do something—but what? With Eastport gearing up to celebrate the anniversary of their
first recorded legend Mallory is forced to investigate the one legend she's always secretly been

afraid of - Sweet Molly.

Click here to purchase on Amazon

Fake

In a digital world it's hard to know what's real. Imagine a world where your only friends are virtual,

and big tech companies control access to food, healthcare and leisure. This is Jess’s world. But

when she turns fourteen, Jess can go to school with other children for the first time. Most of them
hate the ‘real’ world, but Jess begins to question whether the digital world is ‘perfect’ after all. Back
home, her sister Chloe’s life-saving medication is getting ever more expensive. Determined to help,

Jess risks everything by using skills forbidden in the cyber-world, only to stumble on something
explosive. Something that will turn her whole world upside down. It’s up to Jess to figure out exactly

what is real, and what is fake — Chloe’s survival depends on it.
Click here to purchase on Amazon

The Superteacher Project
by Gordon Korman

Oliver Zahn, spitball champion and self-declared rule-wrecker of Brightling Middle School, is not a
fan of his new homeroom teacher, Mr. Aidact. The guy is sort of stiff, never cracks a smile, and
refers to them as “pupils.” The worst part is he catches Oliver before he can pull any of his
signature pranks! It’s time for Oliver and his best friend, Nathan, to show the new teacher who's
boss. Against all odds, Mr. Aidact starts to become the most popular teacher at Brightling. Still,
Oliver and Nathan know that something is fishy. They’re determined to get to the bottom of the
mystery: What's the deal with Mr. Aidact?

Click here to purchase on Amazon

Mystery of the Radcliffe

Riddle
by Taryn Souders

D

When Grady and his dad learn that the town oddball, Eudora "Kooky" Klinch left something for
them in her will, they can only imagine what it might be. When it turns out it's an old scrap of 300-
year-old tapestry, they are bitterly disappointed. But the cloth comes with a note saying, "This is no
ordinary piece of needlework. It's a treasure map. Riddles and Clues. To the victor go the riches."”
Grady's dad dismisses it, but Grady thinks this could be the chance of a lifetime. With the help of
his friends Thad, Clemmie, and the town dog Ophelia, Grady is determined to crack the clues and
find the treasure. However, more at risk than he bargained for, and after a house break in, solving
this mystery just got a lot more dangerous.

Click here to purchase on Amazon
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High School

The Maze Runner

by James Dashner

e

When Thomas wakes up in the lift, the only thing he can remember is his name. He’s surrounded by
strangers—boys whose memories are also gone.
Outside the towering stone walls that surround them is a limitless, ever-changing maze. It's the only
way out—and no one’s ever made it through alive.
Then a girl arrives. The first girl ever. And the message she delivers is terrifying: Remember.
Survive. Run.
Click here to purchase on Amazon

The House on Mango Street
by Sandra Cisneros

SANDRA
CISNEROS | ="

The House on Mango Street is the remarkable story of Esperanza Cordero, a young Latina girl
growing up in Chicago, inventing for herself who and what she will become. Told in a series of
vignettes-sometimes heartbreaking, sometimes deeply joyous-Sandra Cisneros' masterpiece is a
classic story of childhood and self-discovery. Few other books in our time have touched so many
readers.

Click here to purchase on Amazon

I Am Still Alive
by Kate Alice Marshall
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After: Jess is alone. Her cabin has burned to the ground. She knows if she doesn’t act fast, the cold
will kill her before she has time to worry about food. But she is still alive—for now.

Before: Jess had not seen her survivalist, off-the-grid dad in over a decade. But after a car crash killed
her mother and left her injured, she was forced to move to his cabin in the remote Canadian
wilderness. Just as Jess was beginning to get to know him, a secret from his past paid them a visit,
leaving her father dead and Jess stranded.

After: With only her father's dog for company, Jess must forage and hunt for food, build shelter, and
keep herself warm. Some days it feels like the wild is out to destroy her, but she’s stronger than she
ever imagined.

Jess will survive. She has to. She knows who killed her father... and she wants revenge.

Click here to purchase on Amazon

Macbeth
by William Shakespeare

Shakespeare’s Macbeth is one of the greatest tragic dramas the world has known. Macbeth himself, a
brave warrior, is fatally impelled by supernatural forces, by his proud wife, and by his own burgeoning
ambition. As he embarks on his murderous course to gain and retain the crown of Scotland, we see
the appalling emotional and psychological effects on both Lady Macbeth and himself. The cruel ironies
of their destiny are conveyed in poetry of unsurpassed power. In the theatre, this tragedy remains
perennially engrossing.

Click here to purchase on Amazon

A Doll's House
by Henrik Ibsen

One of the best-known, most frequently performed of modern plays, A Doll's House richly displays the
genius with which Henrik Ibsen pioneered modern, realistic prose drama. In the central character of
Nora, Ibsen epitomized the human struggle against the humiliating constraints of social conformity.

Nora's ultimate rejection of a smothering marriage and life in "a doll's house" shocked theatergoers of

the late 1800s and opened new horizons for playwrights and their audiences.

But daring social themes are only one aspect of Ibsen's power as a dramatist. A Doll's House shows
as well his gifts for creating realistic dialogue, a suspenseful flow of events and, above all,
psychologically penetrating characterizations that make the struggles of his dramatic personages
utterly convincing. Here is a deeply absorbing play as readable as it is eminently playable, reprinted
from an authoritative translation.

Click here to purchase on Amazon

The Ballad of Songbirds and
Snakes
by Suzanne Collins
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SUZANNE COLLINS

It is the morning of the reaping that will kick off the tenth annual Hunger Games. In the Capitol, eighteen-year-old
Coriolanus Snow is preparing for his one shot at glory as a mentor in the Games. The once-mighty house of Snow
has fallen on hard times, its fate hanging on the slender chance that Coriolanus will be able to outcharm, outwit,
and outmaneuver his fellow students to mentor the winning tribute. The odds are against him. He's been given the
humiliating assignment of mentoring the female tribute from District 12, the lowest of the low. Their fates are now
completely intertwined -- every choice Coriolanus makes could lead to favor or failure, triumph or ruin. Inside the
arena, it will be a fight to the death. Outside the arena, Coriolanus starts to feel for his doomed tribute... and must
weigh his need to follow the rules against his desire to survive no matter what it takes.

Click here to purchase on Amazon
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